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BIOTECHNOLOGY

SCIENTISTS GET RUST CLOSE LOOK AT I MOLECULE

results of basic biomedical research into commercial products. How-
ever, the economic appeal of biotechnology as an expanding high-
technology industry has not escaped the attention of other industrial-
ized countries. "Most other developed countries have targeted
biotechnology as a goal," says Irving S. Johnson of Eli Lilly. "These
countries include the United Kingdom, France, West Germany, Russia,
and, most vigorously, Japan. The national efforts of these countries
have ranged from modification of guidelines for carrying out research,
to legislative assistance, to financial support of private companies, to
dismantling of unneeded antitrust legislation."

Unlike other national governments, the federal government of the
United States has no explicit policies to encourage the development of
biotechnology. As a result, Johnson feels that "the United States may
well be flirting with the loss of its current, but in my view fragile,
competitive lead."

The country expected to be the United States' leading competitor in
commercializing genetic engineering is Japan. A major contributor to
the strength of the Japanese effort has been the Japanese government's
promotion of the field. "It is very clear that the Japanese government